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traordinary conduct spread distrust and amazement from rank to rank; one company after another threw down their arms, and went over to the royalists. Pizarro, and some of his officers who remained faithful, attempted to stop them by entreaties and threats, but it was all in vain; they soon found themselves deserted of nearly their whole army. Pizarro fell into the hands of Gasca, and was beheaded the next day; several of his most distinguished and notorious followers shared the same fate; Carvajal, at the advanced age of fourscore, and who had long been accustomed to scenes of carnage and peril, on being informed of his sentence, carelessly replied: "Well, a man can die but once."
Gasca, as moderate and just after victory as before, pardoned all the rest, and exerted himself to soothe the feelings of the remaining malcontents; he simplified the collection of the revenue, re-established the administration of justice, and provided for the protection and bettering the condition of the Indians; and having accomplished every object of his mission, he returned to Spain, in 1549, as poor as he left it, but universally admired for his talents, virtues, and important services. He entrusted the government of Peru to the court of Audience. For several years after this the machinations and rapacity of several ambitious chiefs distracted the Peruvian states with civil contentions; but at length the authority of Spain was completely and firmly established over the whole of that extensive and valuable portion of America.6rn to the government of S] and led to the appointment of Pedro de la Gasca, with unlimited author! suppress them, and restore tranquillity and the power of the parent cou: He came without troops, and almost without attendants; his conduct directly the reverse of Vela, lys predecessor; he was truly the minisb peace; it was his object to reclaim, not to subdue: and by his concilia conduct, and mild and judicious measures, he effected more than he ( have done by the sword. Several of Pi^arro's officers declared in his far and from the contagion of example, and the oblivion which he proclaims all past offences, and a promise of redressing grievances, his adherents dail] rapidly increased. Pizarro, as is the case of all usurpers, when their pov in danger, was filled with apprehension and rage. He sent deputies to 1 Gasca, and if that could not be done, to cut him off by assassination or po but his messengers, instead of executing his diabolical orders, joined G themselves. Irritated at the disaffection of his officers and men, he prep to decide the dispute in the field; and Gasca, perceiving that it would be< necessary to employ force, took steps to assemble troops in Peru, and cc them from other colonies. Pizarro marched rapidly to Cuzco, and atta Centeno, who had joined Gasca, and although he had but half the numb men, he obtained a Signal victory, attended with immense slaughter.
